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“Well Worth the Ride From Anywhere”®

As we begin to leave the sweltering Summer, and go into the cooler Fall months, many of us see that our
gardens are fading fast and returning to the earth (herbaceous), to go dormant and rest-up for the coming Winter
period of complete dormancy, in anticipation of the following Spring re-birth. As nutrients are trans-located
before “leaf drop,” down the stems of plants and trunks of trees, for storage in the rootball over the Winter
months, it’s important to think about fertilizing. Lawns, too.

Taking the time to fertilize in the Fall will strengthen your plants’ and lawn’s roots, giving them a strong base
on which to thrive next spring. Yes, in the Fall.

Since the above-ground growth is slowing noticeably, it’s not readily-apparent that much activity is taking
place, underground, in the root mass. It will continue to take up nutrients from the soil until soil temps drop
below 40°F, and all activity ceases. At just above 40°F, the physiological and biochemical changes in plants
become stimulated into several actions. They begin producing higher concentrations of dissolved sugars, amino
acids and other soluble organic molecules. Then, the cells create concentrations of chemically-bound water
molecules. This aids the elasticity of the protoplasm, which in turn makes a plant resilient during freezing.
(Sounds like Biology 101, doesn’t it?)

Plant needs are very different now, than during the Spring and Summer months. In those warmer months, your
plants are busy leafing-out and blooming. In the Fall slowdown, prior to Winter dormancy, with all those nutrients
going back down to the roots, plants don’t want food that stimulates the upper growth. This time of year their
needs require fertilizers low in nitrogen (N) because nitrogen stimulates above-ground, vegetative growth.

What’s needed now, is a fertilizer rich in phosphate (as P205) and potash (as K20). We recommend Espoma’s
Holly-Tone® Fertilizer. Look on the bag for the formula of those three numbers, such as 4-6-4. These indicate the
ratio of nitrogen, phosphate and potash (sometimes called potasssium) in the mix and are referred to as NPK.
(Sounds like Chemistry 101, doesn’t it?)

The first number represents nitrogen, which promotes lawn blade and foliage
growth; the second number stands for phosphorus, which helps root growth;
and the third is for potassium, which promotes cell function and absorption of
trace elements.

All trees and shrubs need fertilizer, because most of them are installed in
mulch beds, which uses up all available nitrogen, as it decomposes.
Additionally, each fall most of us rake leaves off these beds, depriving plants of

the nutrients that decomposing leaves would traditionally release more nutrients.
To compensate for this nutrient loss, simply apply 1-3 lbs of slow-release nitrogen per

1,000 square feet of bed and scratch it into the mulch, lightly. (To figure out the exact
amount of fertilizer you’ll need, calculate the square footage of your beds.) I like to fertilize trees

and shrubs, in late September/ early October, to promote good root growth. These nutrients will be in the soil,
locked-up in the plants’ roots, when Spring arrives, and those plants start to grow again. If you have a tree or
shrub that does not flower well, a dose of triple-super-phosphate (0-44-0) will help promote flower growth.

Fall is also the time to plant Spring-flowering bulbs. Once again, use triple-super-phosphate (0-44-0) to
promote root growth, insuring strong flowering in the Spring. Others recommend using bone meal when planting
bulbs, but it can attract rodents who’ll eat both the bone meal and the bulbs. And there go your Spring flowers,
for a little critter’s dinner!

In addition to telling you the unvarnished truth about fertilizing in the Fall, we routinely feature over
10 varieties of herbs, over 400 varieties of perennials, ornamental grasses and bamboos, and more than
900 cultivars of nursery stock, ranging from the common to the very rare, unusual and hard-to-find conifers, as
well as 500+ varieties of Japanese Maples alone!

Our new Stone Display Yard showcases stacked stone walls, boulder walls, irregular flagstone patios and
walks, brick patios and walks, boulders for landscapes, river jacks and much more. It’s adjacent to the main
parking lot, so be sure to visit it to see what can be done with stone.

We pride ourselves on the ability to design, plan and implement stunning, architecturally-correct landscapes,
suitable for the long term. To that end, our Staff Landscape Designer can work with you to plan and implement
the gardens and hardscapes of your dreams. Call us for details.

Our Warranty: is unmatched by anyone, anywhere, and is one (1) year from date of purchase if you install the
plant material; it is five (5) years if we install the material. Call, write or email for a complete copy of The Warranty.

As a special ‘thank you’ to our US Military and their families, we offer a 25% discount on all plant material,
year ‘round, just as we do for our communities’ first responders, the police and fire personnel, and their families.

Drop by our Website on The Net for a tour of the Garden Center & Nursery. It’s located at www.gdnctr.com
for those digerati among you out there who are connected on-line.

Once again, no other Garden Center, Nursery or Mass Merchandiser even comes close.™

Feed The Flora.
Fall Is A Great Time To Fertilize.

DIRECTIONS: I-83 north/south to PA exit 4; Rt#851 east 5 miles to Stewartstown; left Rt#24 north; 5 miles on right

25% Off SaleOn All Plant Material,Sept 1–Sept 30!
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